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Sonning Commons number | 


Agent for both Sales and Lettings in 


2022 as reported by rightmove % 
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If you're thinking of selling or letting contact Davis late 
on 0118 972 4242 or email sonningc@davistate.com 


www.davistate.com 


"Data from Rightmove: Sales and Lets agreed for the RG4 9 area between 01/01/2022 — | 1/12/2022 
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FROM 
‘THE EDITORIAL TEAM 


Wishing you all a healthy new year and a less difficult 2023 than is predicted. 


Forgive me the for the repetition but there is little that we can do concerning national 
and international events, sadly. BUT we can make a difference within the village, looking 
out for elderly neighbours, families with small children and little or no heat in their 
homes and encourage a walk to the Library, which has been designated as our warm 
space for all villagers. 


From the front page it is a clear message that if we wish to remain a VILLAGE then a 
vote YES for the revised Neighbourhood Plan on 23 February his will give us some 
protection. Pages 17 to 19 give some detail which | encourage you to read, and more 
detail can be found on the website www.scpc-ndp.co.uk 


| find it fascinating that without me influencing the subject theme, one always seems to 
appear in every magazine. In this one it is about special people in the community both 
now and in the past. 


In this edition it is Fred, Sue and Brenda and so many others | have yet to hear about. If 
you know of someone, please let me know, deadline dates for copy are 1 March, 1 May, 1 
July, 1 September and 1 November. 


| look forward to hearing from you. @ 


eres 
= 


Diana Pearman Editor 


MEET THE EDITORIAL TEAM 


Diana Pearman Christine Atkinson Joan Grummant 


Chairman: Geoff Adams 


CONTENTS 


4-7 Community News 


10 ~~ FISH 

12-13 Noticeboard 

16 Parish news 

17 ~=NODP 

18-19 In Focus - NDP 

20 Fred Nickson 

21 National Women’s Register 
22-23 Remembrance 

24 Sonia Silva 

25 ‘Puzzle Page 

27 Health Matters 

28 Brenda Damp 

29 Sue Badnell 

30-31 Church news 

33 Library 

34 Puzzle answers/Ads directory 


Design & Artwork: Kevin Taplin 
TenSevenNine.com 
kevin@tensevennine.com 
07887 902376 


Print: Rick Peedell 
R.J.Peedell 
rick.oeedell@gmail.com 
07766 254422 

0118 9471955 


Published by: 


Sonning Common Magazine CIC 


Cover image: 
NDP Referendum Vote 


While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy 
of information printed in this magazine, the editor 
and the publisher cannot accept any responsibility 
for the consequences of errors that occur. 


SONNING COMMON 
& MAGAZINE 


Distribution: Helen Gavin 


1 Woodlands Road, Sonning Common RG4 9TD distrib.sonningcommonmagazine@gmail.com 


Tel O118 972 2134 


CONTACTS: 


Editor: Diana Pearman 
editor.sonningcommonmagazine@gmail.com 
Tel 07702 237956 


chairman.sonningcommonmagazine@gmail.com Tel 0118 972 4680 


Advertising: John Pearman 
advert.sonningcommonmagazine@gmail.com 
Tel O118 972 2381 


The final week of the Christmas term 
has been one of my highpoints as the 
Headteacher of Maiden Erlegh Chiltern 
Edge so far. It was a week when our 
values of academic excellence, 
striving hard at all times, valuing the 
power of community and developing 
character were evident in abundance. 
Our school production of Dickens’, ‘A 
Christmas Carol’, was a brilliant example 
of just how talented and committed 

our students are. As ever, the event 

had drama offstage as well as on, but 
despite sickness bugs and last-minute 
understudies the show definitely went 


on! The final week also saw most of our 
students partake in Christmas lunch 


served by my leadership and admin 
teams. Two sittings, Christmas music and 
a fun atmosphere made for a fantastic 
occasion. Most importantly, we have 
endeavoured to keep the learning up until 
the last moment and this was exemplified 
by tutor time on the penultimate day 
when | covered a Year 11 group. The first 
bell rang and before | had said a word 
each student got their revision booklets 
out and by the time the second bell rang, 
they were all silent and engaged in maths 
revision tasks. My cover of tutor time 
allowed Ms Hussein to go and observe all 
of Year 8 who were engaged in our tutor 
reading initiative. This push to ensure 

we use every minute is important so no 
student is able to say that we are a school 
that just play games in the last week! 


Our term ended with two fantastic 
assemblies led by Mr Hunter and Miss 
Cheeseman with students’ efforts being 
acknowledged and rewarded. It was 
great to see the students applaud each 
other’s efforts and acknowledge the 
determination and application of their 
peers. In addition, it was lovely to witness 
the excitement that the current state of 


play in the House competition generated. 
The assembly finished with a rousing 
rendition of the 12 days of Christmas which 
left many of the staff choked up. It was in 
so many ways a metaphor for how far the 
school has come in the last three years. 


Community is always one of the key 


MAIDEN ERLEGH 


values we try to promote, and | think at 
Christmas this is even more important. 
Therefore, our recent push for foodbank 
donations and the generous way in which 
the students and families have given 

was very pleasing. Similarly, we will be 
launching our House Charity work in 
January with a big push on supporting 
these local good causes and | am 

looking forward to hearing about the 
different ways the students will support 
this project. One of our biggest internal 
improvements has been the number of 
leadership and mentorship opportunities 
available to our students this year. Led by 
Miss Cheeseman and supported by 

Ms Hussein we have seen students among 
other things delivering tours, supporting 
younger readers, mentoring through the 
house system, and raising money for their 
school Prom through Christmas card 
deliveries. All these opportunities teach 
social skills, resilience and patience and 

it has been a pleasure to witness these 
ideas bear fruit. Lastly, and as mentioned 
before our school production is a 
wonderful community event and so many 
of the students are involved or come 

and watch - it makes you realise what a 
special school MECE is. 


| am also very grateful for the way the 
parents and members of the MECE 
community have supported CESA (our 
PTA) this term. The quiz night and the 
raffle and other bits and pieces have seen 
CESA raise well in excess of £3000 which 
is heart-warming and all the money raised 
will be used for good causes for the 
students. 


Lastly, I’d like to wish all a belated Happy 
New Year and | hope 2023 can be a 
fantastic year for everyone in the Sonning 
Common community. @ 


ANDY HARTLEY 
Headteacher 


Winter certainly seemed to come 
early with very low temperatures 
before Christmas - and New Year has 
brought back the mild weather! 


But the children learnt about the weather 
first hand as they still went out to Forest 
Camp sessions learning the three states 
of water - ice had formed in a bucket 
overnight, water was poured on the fire 
to put it out, and that turned into steam. 
They made some fantastic natural art 

by seeing how leaves froze in the water 
bucket overnight. The children were lent 
hats and gloves, had a hot chocolate and 
snack around the fire, sang Christmas 
songs and then they were back indoors 
before they got too cold. Fabulous! 


The Christmas Fair was its usual mix of 
chaos and fun, and was very successful. 
A carol concert was held on a bitterly 
cold Thursday evening in the playground, 
which many brave parents attended to 
hear their children’s lovely voices singing. 


Christmas lunch of turkey and all the 
trimmings (and yes brussel sprouts!), 
followed by chocolate snowmen and 
trees, was enjoyed by the whole school 
with crackers, jokes and lots of Christmas 
songs sung.... 


™ 


Christmas probably seems a long time 
ago now, and the school are looking 
forward to enjoying more outside time 
and getting on with learning new things, 
one of which is learning new songs in 
assembly! Wednesday assemblies for the 


four older year groups this year have twin 


themes. 


Theme One is getting the massed 
audience to learn and sing along to 
‘classic’ or topical tunes. To mark the 
change of monarch, the children learned 
‘Sing’ - the Commonwealth song by Gary 
Barlow and Andrew Lloyd Webber, and 


to mark Black History Month they learned 


the words and music to the spiritual 
‘Swing Low, Sweet Chariot’. 


Theme Two is about inspiring 

children by introducing them to people 
and discussing activities they may not 
have yet experienced. 


Mr Hirst told us ......’"we have been lucky 
enough to have three exceptional visitors 
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to give the children a feel for what it 
takes to achieve in specific sports. We 
have plans to invite musicians and artists 
in future weeks, but so far we have 
covered three sports - rowing, basketball 
and football - in the company of experts 
- former pupil and GB rower Phoebe 
Snowden, Reading Rockets’ Jordan 
Jackson and Steph Johnson, and today 
FC Porto’s Danny Loader. 


The speakers were asked to deliver a 
simple message to the children which 
would be memorable. Phoebe urged 
them to ‘try everything’ - highlighting 
that as the way she ended up rowing. 
Steph’s message was about the 
accessibility of all soorts to all people 
Cincluding disabled sportspeople), and 
Danny spoke about the need to enjoy 
the whole process - not just the matches, 
but also the training, the travelling, the 
nutrition, and all the ups and downs that 
accompany high-level sport. 


We are very grateful to the speakers 
for their time and to the children for 
remaining attentive and interested 
throughout. 


Thanks also to Miss Snowden, Miss Green 
and Dr Loader for organising the visits.” @ 


Santa on a Tractor and his team enjoyed 
touring the village on 11 December 2022 
and was well received by the children, 
parents, grandparents and everyone who 
came out to see him on the sleigh pulled 
by Sam Metcalf on his tractor. It was a 
very cold night, and so Sam opted for a 
warmer tractor with a heated cabin - a 
sensible move, meanwhile Santa’s specs 
steamed up and the two elves took to 
wearing several layers of thermals in an 


attempt to not turn blue, but the cold did 
enhance their red cheeks! 


This year Santa was joined by Chief Elf, 
Ruby Coyne, and her helper Jake Coyne 
riding up-front with the reindeer. 


The fabulous Matt Hopson and Matt White 
ensured that the collectors knew what 
they were doing and organised the route. 


There were so many helpers that stepped 
up last minute and | don’t want to miss 
anyone, so thank you to all. 


It was great to have some of the teenagers 
of the village stepping in with their parents 
to help and grandparents too making it a 
real inter-generational event. 


Santa and his team raised a whopping 
£799.61 which was distributed to Sonning 
Common Youth Centre and The First 
Responders Sonning Common shortly 
after the event. The Youth Centre work 
hard to entertain the older children in the 


village, and many of the villagers have 
been touched by the work of the First 
Responders, so both are very deserving 
causes. If you missed us and would like 

to donate please contact me and | can 
arrange to add to the totals and distribute 
accordingly, or feel free to donate directly 
to the charities. 


Seeing all the happy faces on the children 
and the adults alike is truly heart warming 
and uplifting. There was dancing in the 
streets and children following the sleigh 
which was lovely to see, some walked 
pretty much the entire route. 


Santa thoroughly enjoyed seeing everyone 
and hopes that some of the newer helpers 
will be back next year. 


We always welcome new helpers. There 
is so much work that happens behind the 
scenes on the lead up, so if you’d like to 
help next year please let us know. 


Wyfold Riding for the Disabled has 
recently had to spend over £800 on 
replacing some of its out of date or 
damaged riding hats which are worn by 
its disabled riders and drivers. 


Two local organisations and a generous 
grandad have come to the rescue and 
between them have helped to fund the 
new hats. 


Sonning Common WI have been raising 
money for local charities with their coffee 
mornings organised by Marion Bayliss and 
her friend Barbara Saddler. They chose 
Wyfold RDA as one of their charities and 
have donated £300 to the hat fund. Marion 
and Barbara came up to 
the stables recently ona 
chilly but sunny morning 
to present their cheque to 
Jill Goodall, the Tuesday 
Team Coach, and the 
volunteers and riders. 

It was happy smiles all 
round. 


One of our loyal and 
regular supporters, Henley 


Rotary Club, has also very kindly donated 
£250 to the Hat Fund. 


One of our very young riders Lottie Walker 
who comes on a Wednesday is often 
accompanied by her grandfather Ray Still. 
Ray was so impressed by what he saw that 
he has donated £400 to our Hat Fund. 


‘We would like to say a very big thank 
you to all these wonderful people without 
whom Wyfold RDA would not be the 
thriving and successful charity that it is.’ 


A very successful Christmas Quiz was 
hosted by Santa himself, ably aided by 
his Elf! 


Seventeen tables of parents and friends 
enjoyed an evening of festive fun and 
laughter held at Sonning Common Primary 
School. The Santa Loo roll challenge was 
particularly fun for all teams and the quiz 
master Jamie Cox revelled in the job. 


The club would especially like to thank the 
generous donors of the raffle prizes.... 
who helped to raise a total of over £1,500 
for the club. 


A brilliant turn out on a December Sunday 
morning, in icy cold temperatures, raised 
over £500 for the club in the 2022 
Rotherfield Santa Dash. 


Around 80 Santas took part at the 
Bishopswood Sports Ground, the 
youngest being only 3! All ran, walked, or 
jogged the course and had a great time 
even in the deep frost there was that day. 
After the dash there was a ‘beat the Santa 
in Goal’ game, and a few hot chocolates! 


Thank you to everyone that took part and 
to Alan Noble for organising both events. 


Sharona, at Heath and Watkins has 
recognised that many of the residents 
have really missed the Occasions shop 
which had existed for many years in 

our village centre. To have to drive or 
bus into Reading for a spool of thread 
seemed an unnecessary consumption of 
time. As an occasional needlewoman it 
was very useful to me. 


Shro has redesigned the study that 

was part of the house, achieving this 
conversion herself, into an impressive 
haberdashery centre. The attached photos 
show what she has achieved so far. A 
special thanks from me and hopefully lots 
of other residents. 


Moores Painting, Decorating & 
General Maintenance Services 


Spruce up your Home & Garden! 
5% Discount when you quote: SCMAG 


We invite you to contact us for a free, no 
obligation quotation. 
Call: 01189 722002 or 07595 906940 
Web: 


Computer Problems? 
PC misbehaving? 


D B Garden Maintenance 
(Reliable & Local) 


Grass Cutting & Lawn Edging 

Hedge Cutting & Strimming 

Weeding 

Pruning 

All Year General Tidying 

Fence Painting (Labour Only) 

Jet Washing Patios, Driveways, Wheelie Bins 


VVVVVVV 


Contact Darren 
07809 629644 
darren@dbgardening.uk 


Caversham Aerial Services 


TV Aerials Supplied and Fitted. 
Poor Reception? Old aerials? 
Can't get the new digital channels? 


Give us a call - We can help! 


Phone 0118 9673596 


www.caversham-aerials.co.uk 


ARBOCARE 
TREE SURGERY LTD 


Qualified and Experienced Arborists 


Established over 25 years 


Contractors to the National 
Trust 


Crown reductions 

Thinning 

Felling 

Hedge Trimming 

Stump Grinding 

Decay Detection & Tree Reports 
Free phone: 0808 1555815 


Mobile: 07778811136 
www.arbocare.co.uk 
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DESIGN + COST CONSULTANCY + PERMISSIONS + TENDER/CONTRACTOR SELECTION 
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©. tncuansenmcnme PLANNING A NEW BUILD? 


E-mail: enquiies@tpodesign.co.uk Web: www.tpodesign.co.uk Tel: 07747 561463 


Emily Forrester 
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Comprehensive eye 


examinations 

Full contact lens service 
Free specs for children 
Extensive range of 
designer frames 


Main agent for Zeiss 
and Rodenstock lenses 


Free parking 


0118 947 2099 


www .robinjames.co.uk 
14 Church St, Caversham, Reading (opposite Waitrose) 


> MAFHP 


Member of The British Association of F: 


Blake 


furnishing 


* Loose Covers 

* Curtains 

* Re-Upholstery 

* Tracks & Poles 
For personal, helpful service, please call 
Tel: 01844 261769 Mob: 0780 1182 400 

grahamblake123@btconnect.com 
vw .grahamblake.com 


Ten Year Guarantee 


Time 4 Pilates x 


Want to look and feel great!! 
Try Pilates — controlled, yet gentle exercise 


Classes in Sonning Common area 
Including Ante and Post Natal 


Mondays / Tuesdays / Thursdays 
Beginners and Intermediates 
Max 12 in Group (6 in Pregnancy classes) 
Private sessions also available 


Christine Brook Member of Body Control Pilates Associatio 


~ Driveways & Patios ~ 
All aspects of groundwork undertaken 
Fully insured / Manufacturer approved 
Local family run business, 25+ years experience 


Call 07909 006369 
Email kcimprovements@hotmail.co.uk 
www.kcimprovements.co.uk 


KC 
IMPROVEMENTS 


IND & JUVEAMY SED ALIS S 


THE TREATMENT ROOM 
FULLY QUALIFIED & INSURED 
MASSAGE THERAPIST 


SS Massage can improve sleep, 
helps boost your immune 
system, releases tension and 
eases aching muscles 


j DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE 
=] / __ RELAXING SWEDISH MASSAGE 
AROMATHERAPY MASSAGE 


ONCOLOGY MASSAGE 


jcgardeningservices@gmail.com 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 


Our car journeys to hospitals, clinics, 
memory clubs, hairdressers and 

the Health Centre. as well as other 
medically related destinations are 
going on apace. Prescriptions 
deliveries are also included. 


Bus trips are popular again especially 
the shopping trips to Henley and 
Reading, some leisure trips have yet 
to reach capacity though. 


Our Home Visiting Service volunteers 
are constantly working to balance 
the needs of our lonely or vulnerable 
with visitors to call and visit them. 
Somehow they manage to balance 
the system and look after all those 

in need. 


The monthly tea parties had to move 
out of the village hall due to building 
work following water leaks. The 
wonderful tea ladies transferred the 
party, teacups, cakes and all, to Christ 
the King Hall in Sedgwell Road and 
managed to let everyone know of 
the change, those they missed being 


redirected on the day by a stalwart 
volunteer stationed at the village hall. 
Happily, we are back in the village hall 
every second Monday in the month. 


Our community room is used by local 
charities for their meetings as well as 
a knit and natter group and the foot 
care sessions. 


Anyone requiring any of our services 
please ring 0118 972 3986, 

(open 9.30-12.00 Monday to Friday) 
Email 
office@fishvolunteercentre.org.uk 


or message us via our web site 
fishvolunteercentre.org.uk 


Please read below our volunteering 
opportunities because FISH can 
always use more volunteers. 


| would like to take this opportunity to 
give a huge thank you to all currently 
working for the charity. 


This includes the wonderful office staff 
who keep the whole system running 
beautifully, and our hard-working 
drivers making sure all requests are 
fulfilled. Big thanks also to our ever- 
reliable bus drivers and to all our 
compassionate befrienders. 


Cheers also especially to our trustees 
(welcome newcomer David Weeks) 
and to our managers with their hands 
on the tillers of the office, the bus, and 
the befriending group. 


A big thank you to one and all 


liza Foster 


Foot Health Professional 


| am a fully qualified,registered foot health professional. 
| provide a domicilliary service treating common foot » Your local family friendly prag 
problems such as nail cutting, ingrowing toe nails, corns, 


3 , 
» Routine general dentistry > ° 
callus, fungal nail etc. » Affordable dental plans with Denp in 
Please contact if | can help Child he NHS Sy 
. > [Fe ? 2 
079 440 71882 waren seen on ine 
* Tooth whitening 
» Cosmetic dentistry and Implants 
* Invisable braces 
« Sedation for nervous patients 


» Free parking 


Now taking on new patients 
Saturday and evening appointments available 


& Denplan 


Wood Lane Sonning Common Reading 
Berkshire RG4 9SJ Telephone 0118 9722626 
www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk 


Beville 


ESTATE AGENCY 


Happy Healthy 


Smiles... 


info@beville.co.uk 
www.beville.co.uk 
O118 924 25 26 


Sonning Commons trusted Estate Agency 
for the last 20 years 


28 Peppard Road 
Sonning Common RG4 9SU 


For a free property valuation, please contact Richard, Marcus 
or Ben on 0118 924 25 26 or email us at info@beville.co.uk 


WEE-COT SEATING 
Upholstery, Loose Covers, 
Replacement Cushions, Chair Caning, 
French Polishing & Furniture Repairs 
LIZANNE SMITH — Tel: 0118 972 4560 


Bathroom Showroom 


Call Now 01491 377 272 
35 Wallingford Rd, Goring 


wallingfordtilesandbathrooms.co.uk 


Wallingford 


— TILES & BATHROOMS 


Brine 
gre? 


30 - 4:30PM 
ETERNOON TALK 2:9 
Al 


bruary il 
TUESDAY 14th Fern etrude Jekyll 


; ‘Ov 
ard Biscg" 
ch Gallowstree 


TALK 7:30 - 9:00PM 


RG 5JA 
A Talk by Ri Road 


rial Hall 
War Memo 
Peppard NING \ 
y 14TH March ale Roses a 
TUESDAY U™ For the love of ose | BJA 
ik by Gillian Tayi" Road RG® 
ee nal Hall Gallowste 
orl 
4 War Mem 


\ 
\ 


Pepp ar 


All ema tan members welcome 


m 
free to Me ange 
by a Talks subject a8 Hi in 
*please contact a me www.cehs.co-¥ } \ 


South Chiltern Chora 


Performing One of Pergolesi 
Sacred work 


I Society 


"S Most celebrated 


Stabat Mater and Puccini's Messa Dj Gloria 
at the Great Hall, Reading University 
Saturday 1 April at 7.30pm. 


More details regarding the Concert ang how 
to obtain tickets Will be on Our website: www. 
“Suthchilternchoralsociety.co ut , 


WORLD pay OF PRAYER 2023 


FRID 


A SERVICE FOR EVERYONE: 


I have heard 


about your faith 
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Oxfordshire 
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Diverse, personal collection of WW2 art to go 
on display at Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum, 
Woodstock 


¢ The Art of World War I: A Personal Collection will go on show from 
25 February to 7 May 2023 

¢ Featuring Original artwork Produced during, and depicting, the Second World 
War 

¢ Adiverse range of styles and Subjects, from well- known and lesser-known 
artists 

¢ Exhibition to tour following first show at SOFO Museum 


The Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum is open from Tuesday-Saturday 11am-5pm and Sunday 


Museum Director, Ursula Corcoran Contact for Further details and hiring the Art of ww2 


collection: museumdirector@sofo.org.uk 


Marketing Supervisor, Duncan Parsons Contact for general information and promotional 
material: duncan.parsons@sofo.org.uk 


Whatever you want 
to store... 


... for whatever reason - house sale and 
purchase not coinciding, travelling, house 
building work, paperwork overload or just 
“de-cluttering” to sell your house more 
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible 
service at Shiplake. 


With competitive rates, Secure 
storage all on one level and 
hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now! 


Only 10 minutes 
drive from 
Sonning Common 


in Shiplake STORE 


HIGH-SECURITY STORAGE 


01189 404163 


www. barn-store.co.uk 
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A Water Softener 
would be your solution 


Compass Water Softeners 


SALT, SALES, SERVICE, INSTALLATION 
0118 972 3773 01189410869 0796 700 9838 


www.compasswatersofteners.co.uk 
Email: martin@compasswatersofteners.co.uk 


Sonning Common Pet Care 
At Home Pet Care 
when you are on holiday or at work 


Cats 


Small Pets 


Puppy Visits . 
~—_f 


Please call Alison for further information 
Tel 0118 9722948 / 07787 114536 
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Dog Walking ~ 


UPVC Windows, Doors, Facia & Soffits 
Window Doctor Service 


We replace misty and damaged glass 
provide Cat flaps in glass and panels 
replace Hinges, Handles & Locks 


40 years experience & member of 
Checkatradecom 


Ring: 01189724376 
or 07785928190 


Email:madwindows62@gmail.com 


“We turn feelings into 


BONNER LOCKSMITHS 
INSURANCE APPROVED 
DOORS & WINDOW LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED, 
CHANGED OR UPGRADED (es3621) 


DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PREMISES 
DIGITAL LOCKS « BARS 


FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 
ALLAREAS COVERED =~) 


' FULL MEMBER 
01491 680216 sce 
expr ons CRESTWELCHOUSE REE 


Beech Lane, RGS 0PX © Woodcote Nr. Reading 
PROPRIETOR: S.J. BONNER 


CALL OUT SERVICE 


, 
(9; “Beacon Flooring 
A Family Run Business 
Carpet Wood 
Karndean Vinyl 


Free fitting on carpet orders over £150 


16 High Street, Goring. 01491 454095 
beaconflooring@aol.co.uk 
www.beaconflooring.co.uk 


Property Maintenance 


Plumbing, Electrics, Decorating, 


Woodwork, Roofing, Brickwork, Drains, 


Kitchens and Bathrooms 
All Exterior, Groundworks and Garden work 


Property Management & Lettings 
Please call Roger on O7752 759908 
colbeckproperty@gmail.com 


HEIGHTS 
TREE CARE 
» All Aspects of Tree Work 
» Hedge Cutting 
» Private and Commercial 


TO ARRANGE A FREE QUOTE, CONTACT LAURENCE WILLIAMS 


7 0118 9721003 + \ 078135 86735 
© info@heightstreecare.co.uk 
www.heightstreecare.co.uk 


EChde. FULLY QUALIFIED PROFESSIONALS 
Guilds £10 MILLION PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE 


WE UNDERTAKE ALL TYPES 
OF BUILDING WORK 


» BUILDING EXTENSIONS 
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Ei www.facebook.com/AMAXS" 


Tel: 01189 724 794 Mob: 0784 068 1057 | 
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Parish news 


The content of this page is the sole responsibility of, and is paid for by, Sonning Common Parish Council 


MUGA 


Hire the new floodlit MUGA at 
Memorial Park 


Floodlights are now operational at 
Memorial Park’s MUGA, making its use 
possible throughout evenings, up to 
9.30pm. 


The Polymeric area of the MUGA (40m x 
20m with markings for football, basketball, 
netball and tennis) can be hired for the 
following costs: 


Daytime until 50m @ £20 per hour Cincl of 
VAT) 


Floodlit and evenings after 50m @ £45 per 
hour Cincl of VAT) 


Bookings can be made via the Sonning 
Common Village Hall website (https:// 
www.sonningcommonvillagehalls.co.uk/ 
bookings-and-calendar/). 


Tice planting akong edge 
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NEW PARISH .>™ 
COUNCILLORS “Y¥4*U. 


The parish office is very keen to recruit new 
councillors and applications from residents 
of Paddock Close or Lea Meadow would be 
particularly welcome. As new residents to 
the village your perspective would give an 
additional community view. 


Please contact the Clerk Philip Collings 
972 3616 
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WARM 


Environmental sustainability 


A swale is located in the southeast 

corner of Memorial Park. This is a type of 
sustainable drainage - a shallow, broad 
channel designed to store water and allow 
water to drain away into the soil naturally 
and infiltrate. On some occasions the 

rain will fall faster than it will drain away 
and water may pond temporarily. The 
swale means that the Parish Council could 
create this efficient drainage system more 
cost effectively than installing a large 
underground tank. Our illustrator Rory 
McNeill has drawn this cartoon to show 
how the swale works. 


Landscaping 
You may have noticed the planting of trees 
on various parts of Memorial Park, over 
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SPACE 


The Parish Council 
has designated 
the Library on 
Grove Road as the 
WARM SPACE. 


See page 33 for 
opening times. 


recent weeks. The wildflower areas have 
been strimmed, ready for new growth 

in the spring. Further planting of whips 
to create hedging will also occur in the 
coming months. If you are interested in 
being involved, or in donating a tree (for 
example in memory of a loved one or to 
celebrate a special occasion, or simply 
to contribute to the site) please contact 
Diana Pearman. 


Praise for the site design 


Recently the Parish Council asked for an 
independent report on the sports plateau, 
from a leading sports surface expert. 

This is so that we ensure all appropriate 
maintenance is undertaken on an on- 
going basis. Dr Tim Lodge of Agrostis 
Sports Surface Consulting said : “I would 
like to state what a splendid design has 
been achieved for the site as a whole. 
The integration of natural and artificial 
sports surfaces, including the perimeter 
track with distance markers, is impressive. 
The potential biodiversity enhancement 
that may be achieved with the swale, an 
integral feature of the MUGA drainage 
system, is also excellent.” 


Your Park 


Memorial Park is your park. Please help us 
by putting rubbish in the bins round the 
site, especially those people who use the 
MUGA and playground. Please use the 
trackway rather than cutting across the 
grass when it is wet, to avoid creating a 
muddy path. Please also report any anti- 
social behaviour so we can maintain a safe, 
welcoming environment for everyone to 
enjoy. @ 


VILLAGE DAY 
SATURDAY 10 JUNE 2023 


A village Day is booked in Memorial Park 
Bring a picnic/food stalls/dog show/craft 


stalls/activities and fun for all ages 

If you have any ideas/would like to organise/ 
would like to run an activity 

THEN PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE 
SARA 972 3616 


We all like to think of our village 

as special, and sometimes we talk 
about what makes it so. We all 

know what Sonning Common isn’t: 
quaint, historic, twee, classic English 
chocolate box pretty. But what is 
distinctive about it, when - in terms of 
its appearance - it is so undistinctive? 


Part of the answer, of course, is its 
setting. It is enclosed by English 
countryside at its most deeply 
satisfying: that composition of green 
fields, woods, copses, winding lanes, 
gates, dry valleys and upslopes 

with sudden views and surprising 
disclosures that are put together and 
are so deeply soothing and healing 
to the soul. 


We know how lucky we are in that 
respect. As for the village, it WORKS. 
It spreads without sprawling. It 

is tightly enough woven together 

to promote neighbourliness while 
remaining spacious and tree-shaded. 
It has dwellings of just about every 
kind and people to match. It has 
everything you could need in terms 
of shops and services, and treasures 

- the Millennium Green, the Memorial 
Park, Widmore Pond, Old Copse Wood 
spring to mind - which are not strictly 
speaking necessary but spiritually 
indispensable. 


We are lucky and we know we are 
lucky. The question for all us should 
be: what can we do to make sure that 
this Sonning Common of ours retains 
its uniqueness for the generations to 
come? 


www.scpc-ndp.co.uk 


VOTE 


FOR THE REVISED NOP 


That question was faced eleven years 
ago by a group of volunteers who 
saw Clearly that the single greatest 
threat to our village lay in pressure 
for new housing. That group spent 
five long and arduous years giving 
Sonning Common its Neighbourhood 
Development Plan. In my view our 
NDP has been like our Magna Carta - 
the nearest we could get to a statutory 
protection for the things about 
Sonning Common we hold most dear. 


It came into force in 2016 and two 
years later | and a second group of 
volunteers - several of whom had 
also served the first-time round - got 
together to revise our NDP. That 
document is now ready to be put 

to the verdict of the residents in a 
referendum which will take place on 
23 February 2023. 


| am not going to pretend that this 
revision is all we hoped for when we 
began work. It is along way from that. 
Our main priorities were to identify 
sites where the smaller family houses 
so desperately needed to keep the 
village viable and vibrant could be 
built; and somewhere for apartments 
with extra-care facilities for people 
who wanted to downsize but continue 
to live in the village. We largely failed 
in both these objectives. It was not 
our fault - our revision was overtaken 
by the agonising saga of the Little 
Sparrows ‘retirement village’ which 
meant we no longer had a statutory 
housing requirement to meet. 


However, life is full of setbacks and 
we carried on determined to rescue 
everything we could from our original 
intentions. Now the work is done. 


The new plan is ready, and my call 

to the readers of the magazine and 
to every voter in Sonning Common 

is to get behind it. It may not be 
perfect, but it is a million times better 
than no plan. It will give the village 
protection against the kind of rampant 
development that for so long has 
threatened to devour our precious 
countryside setting. It includes a set 
of environment measures fit for the 
times we live in - including a policy 
to enshrine Old Copse Field as public 
open space. 


There are a host of other provisions 
that reflect our view of how Sonning 
Common should move ahead - 
affecting health and leisure, transport, 
parking and much else - without 
losing its essential character. As we 
reach the end of a very long road, | 
would like to pay a heartfelt tribute 

to those who have worked so hard to 
make this possible - Barry Greenwood 
(the original working party chairman), 
Diana Pearman, Leigh Rawlins, Julia 
Whitelaw, Alastair Morris, Ros Varnes, 
and the new members who came 

on board for the revision: Mike and 
Sheelagh Bowker, Derek Wilmot and 
Stewart Woolfrey. 


To them | say Thank you. To everyone 
else | say: if you care about Sonning 
Common and what happens to it in 
the years to come, take the trouble to 
have a look at the revised plan and on 
23 Feb get down to the Village Hall to 
register your vote. 


An exhibition of the plan will be in 
the village hall on Friday 17 February 
and a copy is on the SC website © 


TOM FORT 


POLICIES FOR NOP 


by Diana Pearman 


Agreement for the settlement 
boundary is crucial if we are to 
retain our status as a village. Many 
meetings have been held with 
residents over the last 7 years or 
so and this message comes across 
loud and clear. 


The policies from the review of our 
Neighbourhood Plan have been 
extracted in the following summary. The 
full plan can be viewed on the website. 


Policy RSB1 - The defined settlement 
boundary for Sonning Common is 
shown on the map alongside. 


Development proposals within the 
defined settlement boundary will be 
supported, provided they accord with 
the other policies of the development 
plan. 


Policy RSB2 - Open green spaces 
Open green spaces, the Millennium 
Green and valued woodland that lie 
within settlement boundary will be 
protected from development. 


Policy RH1 - Allocated new housing 
SON 24 as a continuing care retirement 
community care village (Use Class 

C2) of up to 133 units with ancillary 
communal and care facilities and green 
space. 


SON 15 Chiltern Edge Top 50 homes 
with provision for key workers. 


Policy RH2 - One-, two-, and three- 
bedroom homes and proposals 

that meet specialist need such as 
assisted living accommodation will be 
supported. 


Policy RH3 - Infill development 
Criteria include amenity, layout, density, 
visual intrusion, emissions and so on. 


Policy RH4 - Garden spacing - New 
developments with gardens backing on 
to or beside existing gardens should, 
wherever practicable, share boundaries 
with the adjacent gardens. 


Policy RH5 - Affordable housing 


Tenure South 
Oxfordshire 

First Homes 25% 

Social Rent 35% 

Affordable Rent 25% 

Other routes to 

affordable home 

ownership 15% 


Policy RD1 - Design 

Good quality design, energy efficiency, 
water conservation, electric charging 
points and solar panels. 


Policy RD2 - Building heights 
New buildings should be no more than 
2 storeys. 


Policy RD3 - Village character 
Design respects the existing character 
of the village. 


Policy RD4 - Street scene 
Relates to established plot widths. 


Policy REla - Existing employment 
areas 

Retain and establish new employment 
site. 


Policy RE1b - Small business park 
Intense use of the small business park 
known as Kidby’s Yard. 


Policy RCSH1 - Public services 
Enhance local public services and 
community services , library, the Village 
Hall, Health centre, Dental surgery and 
the bus service. 


Policy RCSH2 - Schools 

Update and improve Sonning Common 
Primary School and Maiden Erlegh 
Chiltern Edge Academy. 


Policy RCSH3 - Memorial Park 
Enhanced recreation and sports uses on 
the Memorial Park will be supported. 


Policy RTP1 - Parking 

Insofar as planning permission is 
required, proposals to improve and 
rationalise parking provisions will 
be supported where they otherwise 
conform with Oxfordshire County 
Council’s parking standards. 


Policy RTP2 - Footpaths and cycleways 
Proposals for the provision or 
improvement of footpaths and cycle 
ways will be supported. 


Policy RTP3 - Road safety 
For pedestrians, cyclists and other road 
users and speed restrictions. 


Policy RENV1 - Green Infrastructure 
Green infrastructure and enhanced 
biodiversity will be supported. 


Policy RENV2 - Valued Landscapes 
locally 

To be conserved and enhanced, 
especially AONB. 


Policy RENV3 - Trees and hedgerows 
Avoid the unnecessary loss of mature 
and veteran trees, hedgerows, orchards 
or wildlife corridors. 


Policy RENV4 - Landscaping 
Provision of trees, shrubs and hedging 
in keeping with local character. 


Policy RENVS5 - Climate Change 
Use of renewable energy and the 
adoption of sustainable drainage 
systems. 


Policy RENV6 - Local Green Space 
Old Copse Field designated. 
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SPECIAL PEOPLE 


MEET FRED NICKSON 


AN EXTRAORDINARY LOCAL BUSINESSMAN AND VOLUNTEER 


Fred Nickson will be a familiar face to many 
living in Sonning Common and Peppard. He 
has worked enormously hard for the 
community as a driver for and Chairman of 
Fish Volunteer Centre, as Trustee of the Ways 
and Means Trust, a Parish Councillor and as 
a very successful Fund Raiser for all these 
organisations. 


Fred was born in Ascot and grew up 
there with three sisters. His parents 
had to move their business out of 
London during the war and never went 
back. When he left school Fred did an 
apprenticeship in the motor industry 
and his adventurous spirit took him to 
Australia on a £10 ticket. This enabled 
him to work there very successfully for 
three years as a sales representative 
for an American Company in Australia 
and Papua New Guinea: this was an 
enormous amount of territory to cover 
but he very much liked the work and 
travel. After three years he decided to 
take some leave and visit his family 
back home. In 1967 an open ticket 
enabled him to travel widely to get 
home and he even managed to fly into 
Cairo during the Six Day War. The 


airport authorities did not know what 
to do with him when his plane landed, 
so he ended up spending two days 
imprisoned at the airport with another 
person who fortunately could speak 
Arabic. After two days he managed to 
get a flight to Amsterdam and hitched 
a lift to Brussels where an aunt lived- 
but he lacked money and a passport 
when he arrived. 


Fred had nothing when he got back to 
Ascot to see his family, and he was 
invited to run the church Youth Club 

- something he had done before. He 
declined this offer because his 
intention was to get back to Australia, 
but fate intervened, and he went along 
to help at a Jumble Sale raising funds 
for a new table tennis table. It was 
there that he met his wife Sue -the 
best bargain of his life! They were 
married eighteen months later and now 
have two daughters and four 
grandchildren. 


Fred and Sue settled in Peppard for 
thirty-three years and he travelled 
extensively dealing with precious 
metals for the dental industry. He 
ended up as Managing Director of the 
company, but Sales. Marketing and 
travelling were very stressful, so he 
decided to branch out into something 
completely different and resigned his 
Directorship. He leased a shop in 
Caversham and Nickson’s Country 
Clothing started up and this soon 
developed into a mail order business 
for specialist country clothing. 

The Foot and Mouth Epidemic had 

a profound effect on the business 
however, so Fred turned the shop into 
an Antique Centre and when the lease 
came up for renewal several years later, 
he decided it was time to retire. 


Retirement did not suit Fred and after 
five weeks he was looking for 
something useful to do. A notice on 
the board outside the Sonning 
Common Parish office caught Fred’s 
eye. It wanted volunteer drivers for the 
FISH Volunteer Centre minibus and 
Fred was welcomed with open arms 
and was on the road the next day. He 
loved driving the bus and even began 
the Mystery Tea Tours which became 
very popular indeed. Fred eventually 
became chairman of FISH for five years 
when he was unable to drive because 
of eye problems. The FISH office at 
that time was in a tiny room at the 
back of Sonning Common Village Hall 
and Fred was instrumental in moving it 
to new and larger premises at the Old 
Doctors Surgery and fund raising to 
buy a much-needed new minibus. His 
business background enabled him to 
regularise donations, fund raise and 
ensure finances were on a secure 
footing. Monthly tea parties became 
standardised and chiropody treatments 
were introduced and were very much 
welcomed by the local community. 


Fred has still not retired and is now 
active as a Trustee of the Ways and 
Means Trust. The valuable work being 
done at Greenshoots in Peppard is a 
cause very close to his heart. He did 
not forget his fund-raising background 
and recently also helped raise the 
funds to buy the new FISH offices in 
Lea Road. This very busy and colourful 
character now lives and works from 
home in Sonning Common and runs a 
business called Henley Antiques buying 
jewellery ,watches, silver and scientific 
instruments. His energy, 
resourcefulness and business acumen 
have proved huge assets in his work for 
the local community and we wish him 
and Sue well on their future travels. @ 


LOCAL NWR GROUP SUPPORTS 
MAKING STRIDES TOGETHER 


In glorious sunshine during the second week 
in October, the Sonning Common NWR Group 
joined in with members from all over the UK, 
in the first two weeks of October, for the 
inaugural NWR Walk - Making Strides 
Together. NWR had called on groups 
nationwide to go out for a walk and send 
them the total miles walked by each member 
(so every step did indeed count), 


Groups could decide when, where and 
how far they walked. Throughout the 
fortnight we heard, via email updates 
and in the NWR Facebook Group for 
members, about the walks of other 
groups - where they had been, what 


they had seen - which made for 
interesting reading. We were also given 
regular updates on the number of miles 
the members had collectively walked, 
which mounted up very quickly. By day 
two of the fortnight members had 
collectively walked 127.5 miles, roughly 
equivalent to the entire length of the 
River Ouse in Yorkshire, by day four 
members had walked the length of the 
UK and by day eight they’d (collectively) 
almost walked back again. At the end of 
the fortnight the total miles collectively 
walked was 5,127 miles. 


Our local Sonning Common Group 
enjoyed two walks along the riverside at 
Henley, contributing a modest 25 miles 
to the overall total and enjoying a break 
at the Chocolate Cafe for a hot 
chocolate and a chat. 


NWR is a national organisation bringing 
women together for lively discussion, 
friendship and fun. The Sonning 
Common Group have been meeting in 
and around the area for over 40 years! 
To discover more about NWR, visit the 
National website, www.nwr.org.uk, or call 
our Local Organiser, Sue Williams on 
0118 924 2521. We are always happy to 
welcome new members. @ 


CONNECTING WOMEN 


NWR - National Women's 
Register - social organisation 
for women 


NWR is an organisation for all women. Our 
lively minded members are interested in 
everything and talk about anything. 
WWW.nWr.org.uk 


WI TO CELEBRATE 10TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF COFFEE MORNINGS 


Sonning Common WI has been hosting 
Village Coffee Mornings for a number of 
years now, and the event reaches its 10th 
anniversary in March this year. From 
small beginnings, these monthly events 
have become a regular feature on the 


village's social calendar, and the monies 
raised have benefitted a number of local 
charities and other good causes over the 
years. The anniversary milestone will be 
marked by an extra-special Coffee 
Morning taking place on Wednesday 


1 March (10-12), Representatives from 
some of the charities have been invited, 
and will have the opportunity to say a few 
words to highlight the good work they do. 
ALISON BISHOP 


RETURN TO THE FALKLANDS AND 


REMEMBERING 


On Sunday13 November 2022 some 40 
residents of Sonning Common, both 
young and old, paid their respects to 

all who had given their lives in the two 
world wars and in all conflicts fought 
since then in our country’s name. The 
simple ceremony took place outside the 
Village Hall and was led by Lieutenant 
Commanders Alexander and Gillian 
Manning of Reade’s Lane, both retired 
members of the forces. Among those 
paying their respects were Dr Vera 
Morris, a former Head at Chiltern Edge, 
Graham Lyke, a former Deputy Head and 
members of Sonning Common Parish 
Council, joined by Chairman John Stoves 
and his wife Jo after they had attended 
Kidmore End’s church service and 
remembrance ceremony. 


Alex served for seven years in the Royal 
Marines and then for twenty more in the 
Royal Navy, spending nearly half that 
time back with the Royal Marines but also 
qualifying as a Minewarfare and Clearance 
Diving Officer, in which capacity he 
served in the Falklands War in 1982. Gillian 
was a member of the Royal Naval Reserve 
for twenty-five years and was awarded 
the MBE in recognition of her outstanding 
service. 


Specifically remembered and honoured 
were the three local men who had given 
their lives: Private Francis Frederick 
(“Fred”) Slough, 2nd Battalion The 
Parachute Regiment, killed in the final 
battle of the Falklands War aged just 19. 


Private Cyrus Thatcher, 2nd Battalion 
The Rifles, killed in Afghanistan in 2009, 
also aged 19 and Sergeant Barry Weston, 
40 Commando, Royal Marines, killed in 
Afghanistan in 2011, aged 40 and leaving 
a wife and three children. All three had 
attended what was then Chiltern Edge 
School, now Maiden Erlegh Chiltern Edge, 
while village lads Fred and Barry (Cyrus 
was from Caversham) had also attended 
Sonning Common Primary School. 


The simple ceremony began with Alex 
and Gillian jointly reading a moving 


poem called “Why Do You March Old 
Man?” Gillian then sounded the “Still” on 
a naval bosun’s call (whistle) and spoke 
the traditional Homage (“They shall not 
grow old as we that are left grow old...”). 
The two-minute silence that followed was 
then ended by her sounding the “Carry 
On” and Alex reciting the Kohima Epitaph 
(“When you go home tell them of us and 
say, that for your tomorrow we gave our 
today”). Sue Hedges of Sonning Common 
Women’s Institute then unveiled the 
poppy wreath that surrounds the already- 
existing memorial to Fred Slough just 
inside the Village Hall. This wreath, of over 
a hundred knitted poppies, was made in 
2018 by the ladies of the SCWI, with any 
faded poppies replaced each year. 


Alex then spoke a few words that, 

among other things, recalled Fred, 

Cyrus and Barry and emphasised that 
Remembrance Sunday was about exactly 
that - remembrance and respect, not 
glorification of war or anything like it. He 
and Gillian then ended the ceremony by 
jointly reading a very poignant second 
poem titled “Why Are They Selling 
Poppies Mummy?”. Everyone then 
repaired inside the hall for tea, coffee and 
delicious cake prepared and served by 
the ladies of the WI and over which many 
memories were shared. The over £50 
given as donations will be passed on to 
the Kidmore End and District Branch of 
the Royal British Legion. @ 


Alex Manning 
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A POEM FOR 
REMEMBRANCE 
DAY 


Why are they selling poppies, Mummy? 
Selling poppies in town today. 

The poppies, child, are flowers of love 
For the men who marched away. 


But why have they chosen a poppy, Mummy? 
Why not a beautiful rose? 

Because, my child, men fought and died 

In the fields where the poppies grow. 


But why are the poppies so red, Mummy? 
Why are the poppies so red? 

Red is the colour of blood, my child, 

The blood that our soldiers shed. 


The heart of the poppy is black, Mummy, 
Why does it have to be black? 

Black, my child, is the symbol of grief 
For the men who never came back. 


But why, Mummy, are you crying so? 
Your tears are giving you pain. 

My tears are my fears for you, my child, 
For the world is forgetting again. 


(Author unknown) 


A POIGNANT DISCOVERY 


Alex and Gillian Manning returned just 

in time for Christmas from a Hurtigruten 
expedition cruise to Antarctica and 

the Falkland Islands with, as you would 
expect, a host of wonderful memories. 
Already the trip of a lifetime for them, 
the final leg in and around the Falklands, 
however, contained an additional wholly 
unexpected and meaningful surprise. 


As for many veterans of the short but very 
sharp war that saw the Falklands freed 
from Argentine invasion and occupation 

in 1982, the islands and their people have 
held a special place in Alex’s heart ever 
since. “I’ve never forgotten what it feels 
like to be greeted by our own people as a 
liberator,” he says. “And 40 years still just 
feels like 40 minutes. When | went back 20 
years ago, | was pleased to see how much 
the islands had developed and prospered, 
and to have seen how much they’ve 
continued to prosper pleases me even 
more. It means it hadn’t all been in vain. It 
meant a lot to me to be there again and 
with the help of a friend I’d stayed in touch 
with | was able to hire a driver and vehicle 
to take us on a private tour to places that 
had special meaning for me.” Among 
these was San Carlos Water, on the north- 


west side of East Falkland, where the 
initial landings were made in 1982 and the 
Amphibious Task Group (which included 
Alex in HMS Intrepid) rode out the 
repeated counterattacks by the Argentine 
Air Force. On the shore of the inlet, at the 
small San Carlos Settlement, is also, now, 
the official British cemetery built after the 
war. Known as Blue Beach Cemetery, after 
the code-name for the beach over which 
the very first landing was made, it is only a 
small one, containing just 15 graves, mostly 
of Royal Marines and Paras who’s next of 
kin had elected to have them remain in the 
Falklands rather than be brought home 
(many others, of course, have no grave but 
the sea). 


While paying their respects, however, 
Alex and Gillian were stopped dead in 
their tracks on seeing that one of the 
Parachute Regiment graves was that of 
none other than Private Francis Frederick 
(“Fred”) Slough, formerly of Sonning 
Common and Chiltern Edge School, as 

it then was, whose memory we honour 
on Remembrance Sunday each year at 
the village hall, along with that of Cyrus 
Thatcher and Barry Weston, killed later 
in Afghanistan. Fred was killed, aged just 


19, in the small hours of 14 June 1982 on 
Wireless Ridge, a feature directly opposite 
Stanley itself, in the very last battle of 
the war. Its capture sealed the fate of the 
Argentine garrison, and they surrendered 
later that same day. Alex says: “I had no 
idea until then that Fred’s was one of the 
graves there and to realise, | was actually 
standing over his remains and no longer 
simply honouring him from 8,000 miles 
away each November moved us greatly. 
Some dust and strong wind in my eyes, 
shall we say.” 


Last year, on the 40th anniversary of the 
Falklands War, the still-grateful people of 
the Falkland Islands named 255 of their 
previously un-named small islands, bays, 
hills and other geographical features in 
honour of those who gave their lives to 
restore their freedom from Argentine 
occupation in 1982. Slough Islet, in 
Choiseul Sound, thus bears Fred Slough’s 
name in perpetuity. 


The map (the much larger original is in 
Stanley Museum) shows where it is and his 
place on the Roll of Honour. @ 


Alex Manning 


In 2022, the 40th anniversary of the Falklands War, the still grateful people of the Falkland Islands named 255 of their 
previously un-named islands, bays, hills and other geographical features in honour of those who gave their lives to restore their 
freedom from Argentine occupation in 1982. Slough Islet, in Choiseul Sound, thus bears Fred Slough’s name in perpetuity. 


SONIA SILVA 


A REMARKABLE YOUNG WOMAN 


The manager of Abbeycrest 
Nursing Home, Sonning Common 
has celebrated the 10th 
anniversary of her arrival. 


Sonia Da Silva, 32, who came from 
Portugal to work at Abbeycrest in 2012, 
was presented with chocolates, wine 
and food by staff. She also received a 
long service certificate from a regional 
manager at Caring Homes Group, 

which owns the home in Essex Way, off 
Kennylands Road. Sonia said “It was so 
nice of my colleagues to do this. Being a 
part of this team has been amazing.” 


She had decided she wanted to care for 
other people when she was 15 and went 
to visit her grandfather in hospital where 
he was having a heart operation. She 
trained as a nurse and had just qualified 
when she left her home near Porto to 
come to Britain. 


Sonia was surprised “It was a two- 

hour flight to Gatwick on a sunny 
afternoon. England wasn’t as grey as | 
was expecting.” She was picked up from 
the airport by a member of staff at the 
home and taken to staff accommodation 
in Reading. 


She was “trembling”, adding: “Il was 
overwhelmed but welcomed by my 
colleagues. | was received with a smile, 
and | felt their warmth. It still took me 
a few months to feel confident and 
integrated — it was a gradual process 
of adaptation to this new life. | had left 
behind my family, who are so important 
to me, but | never thought about going 
back. Even though there were hard 
times and | started out feeling alone, | 
never felt like giving up.” 


Sonia gradually worked her way up 

and completed a National Vocational 
Qualification in leadership and 
management in 2016.The same year, 

she was promoted to clinical services 
manager and bought her own flat in 
Reading. She said: “| grabbed every 
opportunity | could to grow and develop 
professionally and this was with the help 
of the learning and development team, 
who are fantastic and very supportive.” 


In March 2020 she was appointed 
manager of Abbeycrest, yet another 
challenge as this marked the start of the 
first coronavirus pandemic lockdown. 
The restrictions meant she had to 
manage a lot of change at the home 
and all the staff had to adapt to a new 
way of working. She had to deal with the 
“emotional challenge” of stopping visits 
by the families of residents and plan for 
them to have video calls instead. “It all 


happened so quickly, and no one was 
prepared for something like that on both 
a personal and professional level. We 
had covid outbreaks in the home and 
we had to deal with that and with staff 
shortages”. 


“What | learned from that whole 
experience is how powerful great 
teamwork is. We supported each other 
even in moments that we were feeling 
down, we just kept each other going. 
When residents had to be in isolation, 
staff would sing and dance outside 
their rooms to give them some sort of 
entertainment so they wouldn’t feel so 
isolated. | learn something every day 
here and many of those things | will 
carry for the rest of my life. | strive to 
build strong relationships and like to 
put a smile on the residents’ faces and 
always receive one in return”. Sonia 
recounted. 


“Everyone has a story to tell, and | love 
to listen to their stories. | loved my job 
from the moment | realised that every 
simple gesture could make a better day 
for my residents. | feel very lucky to have 
a good team around me. There is a lot of 
emotion in this job, but | try to pass on 
to my staff that we need to be there and 
lift each other and make use of the skills 
of everyone.” 


“When | look back on my 10 years here, 
| feel so fulfilled with all I’ve learned and 
the amount I’ve grown and matured, 
both professionally and emotionally” 
she reflected. @ 


GEORGE KING 
Customer Relationship Manager 
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Cryptic crossword 


2 


ACROSS 


1. 


New dog with no head for pasta (6) 


4&10. Bar well-known family (6,5) 


9. 


10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
18. 
20. 
21. 


To which wet hero resorted (7) 

See 4 (5) 

Jog naked around grounds initially (5) 
Hangs around lake with confused Tories (7) 
Revive sister with acute complications (11) 
Blushing cat is a 4 (3,4) 

Reef maker is vocal after cold (5) 

Aid arranged with hard old state (5) 


22&24. Enshroud a hand drunkenly in a 4 (4,3,6) 


23. 
24. 


Country for a man and a new adult (6) 
See 22 (6) 


DOWN 


a a ee a 


Wine cocktail with new name is a 4 (3,3) 
Madly devour energy to be late (7) 

Lord of city in Belgium (5) 

Strangely, | push to raise (7) 

See! Employ mean person (5) 


See hazily following revolutionary in Cheshire, for 


example (6) 


Article in Scotch ale cocktail for primitive fish (11) 
. 4 found in Punic or Numidian texts (7) 

. Trainer damaged in the ground (7) 

. Female tearful, losing head and cooking (7) 
. Random gales around German clearings (6) 
. Attack reversed with unknown journal (5) 

. Load vehicle before turn (5) 


See answers on page 34 


Sudoku 


Grading: easy-medium 


Cryptogram 


The following quotation has been encoded using a simple 


letter substitution. What does it say? 


RMS NEU HMI PSELT UIRMAUD ER EWW AT 


= 


GSRRSP SLOJERSL RMEU RMS NEU HMI 


PSELT UIRMAUD GOR USHTCECSPT. 


RMINET FSBBSPTIU 


Quiz: One-letter answers 


LO” 00 GY eG, SN 


Eis to W as Sis to what? 


A series of vitamins including niacin and riboflavin. 


Ford’s best-selling car — the Model what? 


The person who invents gadgets for James Bond. 


A 1990s TV show: The ... Files. 

The chemical symbol for Potassium. 
Franklin Roosevelt’s middle initial. 
50 in Roman numerals. 


In music it means “soft”. 


10. 1,000 in common speech (e.g. distances, money). 


1G 


HEALTH MATTERS 


Discover 
Abbeycrest 
Care Home 


Providing residential, nursing and 
dementia care on a permanent or short 
stay basis. Whether you enjoy afternoon 
tea with family, getting creative with arts & 
crafts or pulling up a chair with a favourite 
novel, there’s something for everyone. Plus 


we wouldn’t have been able to run as 


many clinics or vaccinated as many 
A new Receptionist, Anne, who started patients. 


with us in January. We are all looking = 
forward to welcoming her to the team. 

Flu vaccination appointments are still 
available if required. 


Congratulations to Sana and 

Chandni our GP registrars who have 
successfully completed their final RCA 
exams - well done. 


when visiting the health centre. 


Covid-19 cases are extremely high 


Thank you to all of the volunteers who i Seu eTORea hits ab Pe tlie 


you'll have the added reassurance of help 


when you need it. 


Join our Caring Cafe on the first Friday 


of every month, 10am-12.30pm. 


= ppl 

ope zn : 

Scan to find 
out more 


Inspected and rated 


Care Quality 
Commission 


HLS 


gave up their time to help us with 
our COVID and flu vaccine clinics. 
Volunteers supported for all stages 
from meeting and greeting through 
to vaccinators, and without their help 


of writing (towards the end of 
December), these cases are generally 
mild. 


Ideally 21 degrees during the day. Don’t 
sit still for more than an hour; walk about 
if you are able and maybe add simple 


to keep some antibacterial gel with you 
when you're out and about. 


| Paani chair-based exercises you can add to 
TV & WI Fl SERVIC ES Tk eis te your daily routine. Try to heat your home The cold can increase the risk of a stroke 
Fa GARDEN MAINTENANCE Colds and flu affect older people more to a steady and comfortable temperature 


Aerials - supplied, repaired & poor reception solved 


Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installations 


Internet / WiFi - black spots cured, internal & external data cables installed 


TVs - hung on your wall or set up and tuned 


_Z OXFORD AERIALS 


Call-us-on 01189 639113 


shaun@oxfordaerials.co.uk 
www.oxfordaerials.co.uk 


¢ClRig 


OY ¥v 


c 
RGSS 
“epyice? 


Your Truly Local Electricians 


07812998050 / 07717174166 


Lawns, Hedges and Borders 


DIY help and support 


With experience and a wide range of tools 


MACHINE OPERATOR 


Ground Clearance, Excavation and Levelling 


Tel: 01189 721031 


Email: chriscolbeck@btinternet.com 


Rewires 


Alterations / Extra Sockets / Lights 


Outside Lighting 

Garden Lighting 

Security Systems 

EV Charging Points 
Consumer Unit Changes 
Smoke / Heat / CO Alarms 
Wiring Health Checks EICR 
Fault-Finding 

Home Networks 

Wireless Switching 


rg9Yelectrical@gmail.com 


Free guocations 
& aduite 


Electric Heating 
Heating/Boiler Controls 
Smart thermostats 
Home automation 

PAT Testing 


Ei RG9 Electrics 


than the younger population. 


Make sure you have your flu jab, it isn’t 
too late. 


Be prepared, have a supply of cold 
and sore throat medication. Your local 
pharmacy can advise you. 


Make sure you have adequate medication 
on prescription. You can order this online 
using the NHS app http://www.nhs.uk/ 
nhsapp or Patient Access https://www. 
patientaccess.com or put your repeat 
medication form in the letterbox at the 
Health Centre. 


If you need urgent advice and the Health 
Centre and Pharmacy are closed call 
NHS111. 


It's a good idea to keep your cupboards 
stocked with some basics just in case 
you can't get out to the shops - whether 
due to illness or weather conditions. 


throughout the day in the rooms you 
use most, such as the living room and 
bedroom. If there are rooms you don't 
use, like a spare bedroom, turn off the 
radiators here and close the doors. This 
will help you save on energy costs while 
keeping warm. 


The Parish Council has designated warm 
space in the library. Free and open to all. 
Check opening times on page 33. 


Wearing plenty of layers is the best way 

to keep warm in winter. If you're heading 
out, make sure you take some extra layers 
- even if you don’t need them immediately, 
it's a good idea to be prepared because 
the temperature can drop significantly 
when the weather is bad. 


Regularly washing your hands with soap 
and water is one of the best ways to stop 
germs from spreading. It’s a good idea 


or heart attack, as well as hypothermia. 
If you suspect you, or someone else, is 
experiencing any of these, call 999 or 112 
from a mobile immediately. 


F -is the face on one side? 

A - can the person raise both arms and 
keep them there? 

S - is speech slurred? 

T - time to call 999 if you spot any one 
of these signs. 


Many people experience severe chest 
pain during a heart attack - but the 
symptoms can be different for different 
people. 


Hypothermia is a medical emergency, 
just like a stroke or a heart attack. 


Call 111 for non-emergency health advice. 
In an emergency, call 999 (or 112 from a 
mobile). 


OBITUARIES 


Brenda was a tireless worker within our 
village. She had trained as a librarian and, 
of course, loved books and reading. She 
worked as librarian at Chiltern Edge 
School (now Maiden Erlegh) from 1970 to 
1992. All four of her daughters were 
educated locally, Gillian, Susan, Fiona and 
Caroline and they remember her as a 
strong supporter of all their various 
interests and talents. 


Within the village, Brenda will be 
remembered for her efficiency and 
community involvement, with her many 
interests and activities. She together with 
Mary Osers, were joint editor of our village 
magazine in its early days and she also 
helped in the Grove Road Library. 


She had a great love of music and sang in 
the church choir at Peppard Church for 
many years where she and husband 
Graham were churchwardens. Brenda was 
fully involved with Gwyn Arch’s choral 
society, fulfilling many roles on its 
committee. She joined in 1957 and was 
one of its earliest long-running members, 
travelling widely with his choir. When 
Graham was our parish clerk, Brenda was 
his secretary. When he died, she fulfilled 
that role herself. She retired from all 
community work in 1995, when she moved 


to Cornwall, which she loved. 


Through all this time, as the village grew, 
many housing estates emerged. She and 
her friends helped raise money for many 
charities including the village hall and 
primary school swimming pool, holding 
many a jumble sale - lining up (literally) a 
mile of pennies (old-style!) - and 
numerous bring-and-buy sales. FISH and 
SCOPE, too, kept them very busy, 


Above all else, she was a great friend, a 
helpful neighbour, a credit to the village 
and will be greatly missed by friends and 
family. 


Her ashes will be interred with husband 
Graham’s at All Saints’ Church in Spring 
2023. 


Visit Brenda’s remembrance page, 
organized by the funeral directors, if you 
wish to make donations to the Macular 


Society in her name: https://brendadamp. 


muchloved.com/ 


Alternatively, you can donate to the 
Woodland Trust: https://www. 
woodlandtrust.org.uk/support-us/give/ 
donations/ 


Sue and her husband Alan moved into the 
house next door to us with their small 
daughter Philippa. Very soon after they 
moved in Alison was born. We were invited 
to see the two hours old Alison and were 
asked if we would be her God parents. We 
were delighted to accept. 


The village primary school had grown 
hugely in numbers due to the building of 
some housing estates during the 1970’s. 
More than three classrooms were quickly 
erected and the headmaster Mr. Johnson 
who had been a Spitfire pilot during the 
war, heard of Sue Badnell’s teacher 
qualifications and persuaded her to join the 
teaching staff. To enable her to do so she 
was promised a place in the infant class for 
Philippa and a one in the nursery class for 
baby Alison. To begin with she taught for 
half days. 


Sonning Common primary school was a 
happy, friendly place, where children did 
their growing up, and we as teachers were 
lucky to share in their developing skills to 
become sensible children. We enjoyed 
meeting their parents who trusted us with 
their precious boys and girls. 


DID YOU KNOW? 


Mrs Bagnall was a first-class teacher and | 
was the lucky teacher to have the class she 
had taught for a year move up the 
following year to me. | felt gifted to receive 
a well behaved, disciplined class. She was 
full of energy, and she took over the girls’ 
netball team and was rewarded in return by 
their enthusiasm. She will be remembered 
by some of her former pupils and their 
parents | am sure. 


Sue loved all animals large and small. With 
Alan she moved into another house in 
Kennylands, called Alpen Rose. It had more 
land where they could keep their donkey 
Kate, plus a pony. Also they could breed 
from their lovely Labrador and many 
people in Sonning common bought their 
puppies. | still meet the children we taught 
all those years ago - now parents 
themselves with grown up children. 


Some years later Sue and her husband 
moved to a cottage in Devon which had 
even more land! Here they bought sheep, 
learned how to shear them, then washed 
and spun the wool. Sue encouraged the 
local retired people to join them at their 
home. She taught them how to spin the 
wool, the art of weaving, crocheting and of 
course knitting! So, she continued her 
teaching for several years - what a girl!! 


OBITUARIES 


It was Alison, my grown up God daughter 
who gave me the sad news of heat of Sue's 
death. The news saddened me greatly, 
because beside being a teaching colleague, 
she and | had shared a great friendship for 
many years and such friendships are very 


precious and the memories last forever. 


citizens. 
advice 


Church news 


ST MICHAEL’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 


It was good to be able to be able 

to celebrate Advent and Christmas 
without any restrictions this year. 
There was a very generous response 
to our Advent Tree appeal. Donated 
gifts were distributed to the sick 

and housebound of the parish, with 
the majority being given to CIRDIC 

in Reading to help those who are 
homeless. We continue to collaborate 
with the other local churches to 
ensure those in need are helped by 
the foodbank. During Advent we 

ran a four-part video course to help 
us reflect on certain aspects of our 
Christian faith as part of our Christmas 
preparation. People braved the 
freezing weather to attend. 


The church was full to capacity for the 
early Christmas Eve Mass for families 
with young children. It was lovely to 
see the children taking on the roles of 
Mary, Joseph, shepherds and angels 
as the Christmas gospel was read. 

The later Mass, preceded by carols 

by candlelight, was also very well 
attended. Quite a few people preferred 
to attend one of the Christmas Day 
Masses instead. It was a delight to be 
able to welcome many visitors as well 
as regular members of our community 
to celebrate Christmas together in St 
Michael’s. The YouTube streaming of 
our Masses proved popular over the 
Christmas period. 


At the time of writing we are still in the 
Christmas season, so no thought as 
yet has been given to Lent that begins 
on 22nd February, Ash Wednesday. 
Please check our website to see if 
there are any activities that interest 
you. We are also looking forward to 
the Christian Unity service taking 
place in St John’s. 


Our First Holy Communion 
programme will have just started. If 
there are any Catholic children, not 
attending St Martin’s our primary 
school, who wish to participate please 
contact the parish office. If you know 
of any Catholics who are housebound 
or are in a carehome and would like 
Holy Communion to be brought to 
them please let us know. 


If you want to know what is 

going on check the weekly 
newsletter on our website: www. 
saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk 


SPRINGWATER 


At Springwater we had a lovely carol 
service on the Friday evening before 
Christmas and an amazing turnout for 
our short celebration on Christmas 
morning. Since then we have had our 
ever popular New Year Brunch: ‘ full 
English ‘ and a good walk afterwards 
(for those who were up to it !). 


All the usual activities are up and 
running, like The Ark, parent and 
toddler group, Aspire the women’s 
gathering, Compassionate Loaf on 
Monday mornings - come and join in, 
it’s great fun whether you have loads 
or no experience at all, The Steering 
Wheel Fellowship and The Community 
Food Bank continues to help many 
local people. 


We would love to see you on a Sunday 
morning at 10.30, adults and children, 
to join us in worshipping our dear Lord 
Jesus and for coffee afterwards. God 
bless you. 


Chris Girdler 


www-:springwaterchurch.org.uk 
Tel: 01189724519 


LOVE 


Valentine’s Day is on the horizon - an 
opportunity for us to give and receive 
a message of love from a secret (or 
not so secret!) admirer. Will the postie 
bring you an unexpected card on the 
14th?! 


You might feel secretly delighted to 
hear that someone else loves you; but 
how much more amazing to find out 
that God loves you. How could you 
know that he really does? 


The Bible says ‘God demonstrates his 
own love for us in this: while we were 
still sinners Christ died for us’. 


It’s not hard to love a friend; but the 
unexpected message of the Bible is 
that God loves you and me. He has 
shown his love by sending his Son to 
die in order to rescue us, even while 
we live as his enemies. You can be sure 
that God loves you deeply when you 
think about the cross on which Jesus 
died. Valentine’s Day is on the horizon 
- and so is Easter. 


At Chiltern Evangelical Church we 
want to love Jesus, love each other, 
and love our neighbours. Please come 
and join us at 4.30pm on Sunday 
afternoons, or at any of our activities 
on our website. 
https://cecuk.church/ 


Martin Secombe 


ST JOHN THE BAPTIST AND CHRIST 
THE KING 


What joy it was to see so many in our 
churches over Christmas! St John the 
Baptist and Christ the King welcomed 
those from our local communities, as 

well as visitors from further afield, for 
the Parish Carol Service, Christingle 


event, and services on Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day - a welcome return 
to ‘the norm’. 


Now we look ahead with hope to 2023, 
with a regular service pattern in place 
once again. From the beginning of 
January, both churches have returned 
to a morning Eucharist service each 
week - Christ the King at 9.30am and 
St John’s at the slightly revised time of 
11.15am (this is to allow the Rector time 
for a quick coffee and chat with the 
CTK congregation, before heading off 
to Kidmore End). Evensong is held at 
St John’s once a month at 6.00pm and 
a Service of the Word (non-Eucharist) 
at CTK on third Sundays (9.30am): 
please check www.achurchnearyou. 
com for further information and to 
confirm service dates and times. 


We begin the season of Lent on 
Wednesday 22nd February, with a 
Benefice service for Ash Wednesday 
at All Saints’, Peppard, at 7.30om. 
Mothering Sunday falls on Sunday 19th 
March, and Easter Day, the celebration 
of the Resurrection of Christ, on 
Sunday 9th April. 


This year’s interdenominational World 
Day of Prayer service will take place at 
St John’s on Friday 3rd March, 6.30pm 
and this year is dedicated to women in 
Taiwan. 


At the time of writing, we are 
anticipating the arrival of a newly 
appointed Associate Priest, following 
the retirement of Revd Sheila Walker 
last May. We hope to be able to print 


a welcome and introduction in the next 
magazine! 


Please do come along to a church 
service: you can be sure of a warm 
welcome! And stay for a cup of tea 
or coffee with biscuits and friendly 
conversation afterwards. 


WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 


6.30pm - Friday 3rd March. 


This year the service is taking place at 
St. John the Baptist, Chalkhouse Green 
Road, Kidmore End. RG4 9AX. The 
2023 service has been put together 

by the women of Taiwan and the local 
churches have come together to put it 
into action. 


Everyone is invited to the service and 
to stay on for a light supper. Come and 
join this mighty prayer wave encircling 
the world. 


It is truly uplifting and inspiring to 

be part of this wave of prayer that 
encircles the world on this special 
day. The World Day of Prayer is a 
worldwide movement of Christians 
who come together to celebrate a 
common day of prayer each year 

on the first Friday in March. It is 
international and interdenominational. 
Each year the service is written by the 
Christian women of a different country. 
This year it is the turn of Taiwan and 
is entitled, "| have heard about your 
faith" (Ephesians 1:15-19) 


Taiwan is the main island in an 


ELL’S DECOR 


No Job too Small 


\S 


nh 


painter and decorator 
inside and outside work 
reliable and trustworthy 
based in Sonning Common 


\ call Elliot on 


07879 478875 or 0118 972 3720 


archipelago of about 100 other smaller 
islands in the western Pacific Ocean 
roughly 100 miles off the coast of 
southeastern China. 


It is the second most densely 
populated country in the world. The 
main language spoken is Mandarin. 
Taipei in the north of the country is the 
capital. Cities are linked by highspeed 
rail and highways. It is a fascinating 
country and you will find out more 
about it and its people when you 
attend the service. 


The people of Taiwan are greatly in 
need of our prayers at this time, as you 
will no doubt have seen on the news, 
owing to its complex relationship with 
China. 


This service, however, is full of 
encouragement, positivity and faith. 


The encouragement from knowing that 
the people of God are praying. 


The positivity of giving thanks to 
God for encouragement, given and 
recieved. 


The faith in knowing the Lord Jesus. 


Come and take part in this wonderful 
service, written by the women of 
Taiwan, organised in this area by local 
churches together. All are welcome. 


Put the date in your diary - Friday 

3rd March at 6.30pm followed by a 
light supper at St. John the Baptist, 
Chalkhouse Green Road, Kidmore End, 
RG4 9AX. @ 


Yoga to support & nurture women's 
pelvic & hormonal health 


Balance Hormones + Ease Anxiety 
Improve Menopause Symptoms 
Improve Pelvic Floor + Boost Fertility 
Calm & Relax and so much more 


Group classes, 1-2-1's In-Person & via Zoom, 
retreats. Plus massage/Reiki treatments & 
Courses based in Sonning Common, 


Rebecca@getcalmer.com - 07815615803 - www.getcalmer.com 


30 elliot1973 @hotmail.co.uk 


Sonning Common’s only 


M2T 


Test Centre 


SPECIAL OFFER 
- All Makes All Models - 


£10 OFF 


your next MOT on production of this voucher 


ae 
All Makes Serviced & Repaired 
at competitive prices. 
Free Local Collection -_ te 
and Delivery available ~~ 


Sonning Common Garage 


Looking after local customers for over 60 years 
Peppard Road, Sonning Common RG4 9SU 


©0118 972 2021 


www.sonningcommongarages.com 


Service Opening Times: Mon-Fri 8am - 5.30pm ¢ Sat & Sun CLOSED 


Offers valid on production of this advert. Only 1 voucher per MOT. Offer not available in conjunction 
with any other offers. Sonning Common reserves the right to modify the terms of this promotion 


at any time. Correct at time of going to print. 


WANTED 


JEWELLERY, POCKET & WRIST 


WATCHES, ALL SILVER & GOLD ITEMS, 


COINS AND INSTRUMENTS. 


PLEASE CONTACT 07768 918501 
frednickson@henleyantiques.com 
HOME VISITS BY APPOINTMENT 


= 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE * 


Nyage Barbe, 


>) 
S 


| 24 Peppard Road Sonning Common 
Monday - Saturday 9.00AM to 6.00PM 
Senior citizens discount Monday - Thursday 
Girls up to 16 years of age 


i Separate cutting room available 
Email: jkbarbersreading@outlook.com Tel: 01189 723930 
= 1 y = an a yd fi 


Independent, family-run funeral directors. 


Our compassionate and professional team 
are here to help you with everything related 
to a funeral from pre-planning to 
bereavement support. 


Local branches in 
Henley-on-Thames and Caversham. 


www.abwalker.co.uk 
01491 413434 


IT'S yl ON YOUR DOORSTEP... 


Loe 


Friday mornings are a particularly social 
time as hot drinks and biscuits are on 
offer between 10:30 and 12:30. Some 
people take the opportunity to catch up 
with friends or make new ones but you 
are equally welcome if you would prefer 
to sit quietly away from others. There 


: 


Ti 


is plenty of space. One advantage to 
visiting the library frequently is the chance 
to learn first-hand about what is going 

on, for example the council is currently 
distributing free food waste bags through 
the library. Call in to collect yours. 


Following the success of last year’s 
author evenings, The Friends of 

Sonning Common Library are planning 
to resume these in the spring. Details 
will be available soon. There is also a 
noticeboard in the library where other 
local events and activities are advertised. 
Pop in some time and take a look. 


A variety of activities for children are 
also run at the library and are usually 
either free, or heavily subsidised by The 
Friends of Sonning Common Library. 
These include storytimes on a Saturday 
morning, and rhymetimes for the under 
5s at 11:00 am on the first and third 


Mondays of the month. These are both 
free and a fun way to entertain your little 
ones without having to travel far. Why 
not come along and see for yourself? 
Alternatively, call 0118 972 2448 or email 
sonningcommon.library@oxfordshire.gov. 
uk for more details. 


REGULAR 


Rhymetimes on the first and third 
Mondays of the month at 1lam, for pre- 
schoolers (led by volunteers) 


Social mornings every Friday, from 
10.30am - come for a coffee and a 
chat, or maybe a game of Scrabble? 


Gadget sessions - help with 
technology, (maybe an unexpected 
Christmas present?) arranged with a 
volunteer at a time to suit you 


Storytimes - every Saturday morning 
at 10am, with Saturday ‘specials’ 
approximately once a month (crafts 
to try, and cakes for sale). Aimed at 
under 9s 


We have Zoolab visiting at half term - 
register your interest in the library as it’s 
always popular and spaces are limited. 


Libraries all round the county have been 
designated ‘Warm Spaces’, where people 


can come to work, or socialise, or just sit, 
to save on their heating bills. Hot drinks 
are on offer too! (tea/coffee/chocolate) 


For up-to-date information about any 
library events contact the library direct: 
sonningcommon.library@oxfordshire. 
gov.uk or 0118 972 2448 
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Computer Problems? 


Free quote, no fix no fee, no call out charge 


Over 200 happy customers in 
Sonning Common. 


Milo and Michael Harper 


Milo Technical Support 


0118 972 4905 22 Sedgewell Road 


HENLEY GLAZING AND 
WINDOW CENTRE LTD 
01491 629901 


Glass Supply, Glazing Service, Mirrors, Shelves, Table 
Tops, sealed Units, Lead Lights, Locks, Secondary 
Glazing, Shower Screens 


Suppliers & Installers of: UPVC, Aluminium & Timber 
Windows, Doors & Conservatories, Facias , Sofits & 


Guttering 


Registered Cornpany 


12, Manor Farm, Peppard Common, Henley on Thames RG9 5LA 
Fax: 01491 629904 Email: andy@henleyglazingwindow.co.uk 


S ] HINTON 


Carpenter & Joiner 
Wide range of high-quality carpentry 
services delivered by skilled craftsman 


Built-In Wardrobes, Cupboards, Shelving. 
Kitchen Fitting, Doors, Floors, Windows, 
Stairs, Roof Construction. 
Telephone Steve on 0118 972 3602 
or 07887 653866 


‘PILATES IN SONNING COMMON 


CONTACT Alyth Yealland 


07521699265 www.pilatesabc.co.uk 


We have been trading in the village for 
ever 60 years 


We have oki fashioned friendly Service 


We cart stock everything but we can 
get most things for your pet! 


We deliver free on orders over £25.00 


COME AND SEE US!I! 


interestedin@petcountrysupplies.co.uk 


www.petcountrysupplies.co.uk 


SAVE MONEY WITH 
CHECK OUT 
THE MONTHLY 
OFFERS AT 
OUR SHOP 
OR 
WEBSITE 


Competitive Trade Pricing 
Specialist Insulation Stockists 
Bricks/Blocks/Aggregates 
Driveway Shingle 
Landscaping Products 
Paving Display 
Trade Shop 
Plenty of Parking 
Web Offers! 


Sat Nav 


Autoservices Ltd 
Tel: 01189 724036 


NOW OPEN 


The Paddock 
Kidby’s Yard 
Kennylands Road 
Sonning Common 
RG4 9JT 

\\ Encounter Aesthetics 


by Dr Rebecca = ~ Competitive Prices 
Excellent Service 


Wrinkle Treatment y | — 3 Servicing and Repairs on any make 
Dermal Fillers / @ Tyres @ Batteries @Exhausts 
@ MOT @ Car Sales 


EncounterAesthetics.co.uk 
07436 919 790 


Ageing Gracefully Woodcote | Cane End | Henley 


Henley-on-Thames family run cou 
Independent Funeral Service ni Te ae 
Plans 


£40 John Lewis voucher or 
£40 donation to Sue Ryder Care 


with each pre-paid funeral plan taken out on production of this advert 


ifeaaeiiatcaseam Fel: (01491) 573370 


www.tomalins.co.uk tomalin@btconnect.com 


Fu neral Directors Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames, RG9 1AG 


Thriving Pre School 


| for children aged 
Cc c ments, Kingtisher 5 years and above 


garten 


= DEST 
We accept all Government Funding and 
— Se have immediate spaces available 
Visit our stunning showroom: Contact us for a visit 07894 966562 
8b Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA 


Tel 0118 959 9919 
www.elementskitchens.co.uk www.kingfisherkindergarten.uk 


